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were mightily amused at the whole business.
I thought at the time that should the Chup-
prassie's wife ever get an opportunity of
wreaking vengeance on the ayah, she was
just the sort of woman to make that revenge
a deep one ; and I pitied the ayah if she
ever fell into her hands. The day did come
before very long ; but of that I shall speak
later on.

Our Chupprassies were very useful, but
very lazy, and puffed up with pride in their
own loveliness. Their red coats with the
4 V.R.' buttons, covered with gold braid, lent
them much dignity ; and there were many
little offices which they absolutely refused to
perform because they wore the Queen's
livery, and considered themselves too im-
portant. For instance, I requested four of
them once to go into the garden and catch
grasshoppers out of the long grass with
which to feed a cage full of little birds. One
of the four alone condescended to go ; the
rest solemnly refused, saying that they could